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the native genius and experience more than any other form of literature. Their literary flavour
is enhanced by figures of speech and crispness of language. Telugu classics also contain
many folk proverbs. The following proverbs reveal the Telugu genius.
1.    Crops in off-season and children in old age.
2.    One who does not remove the weeds, need not even harvest.
3.    The family name is musk, but the family smells murky.
4.    A beggar husband is better than a ruler son.
5.    Don't care for relatives and don't disregard friends.
6.    Ev$n If the horse were blind, it does not eat less.
7.    It does not matter if the birth is premature, provided the child is a male.
8.    The horns that come later are sharper than   the ears   which   came earlier.
Riddles
The third branch under prose literature is that of riddles* They are meant for testing one's
ability and are witty. They sharpen intellect and provoke thought. Rural folk, especially the
children, form into two groups and throw these riddles at each other. The other group tries
to give the solutions, Riddles in Telugu are known as Podupulu, Tatlu and S5$tralu. Podupu
katha (Riddle tale) is a common nomenclature because of the stories embedded in riddles.
While riddles in verse form a part of C/fra kavita in classical literature, riddles in prose and
song form a part of folk literature. Like proverbs, Telugu riddles also can be divided into
many groups, based on the content, nature and language and style. The following examples
give a glimpse of the richness of Telugu riddles :
1.    A tailless bird travels a hundred miles. (A post-card)
2.    My grand father has brought two bulls; while one is stable the other rotates. (Grind stone)
3.    The tank In Hanumakonda has five pillars in it.  You can shake them, but not uproot
them. (The palm and the fingers)
4.    Doors that constantly slam, but do not make a sound. (Eye lids)
5.    The tiny fellow wears dresses innumerable. (An onion)
6.    The bull bellows In the forest, (An axe)
7.    A mouthless bird drinks water with its tail. (A wick)
8.    It has eyes all over the body, but it is not Indra
It cannot move without the aid of man;
It has no life of its own, but kills many ((The fishing net)